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$014 2 readers 10 allowing Vas, 7, con ſilering it with 

. reference to the attempts of the. 9710 ers for the repeal o of "the 
Teſt and e vt Acts, will br obably object to the firſt | 
reo Letters, as being FRI j for eign tothe ſubject. It is 


proper therefore to inform them, | that my original deſig e Was. 


| not to inte: fere In that C0, trod erſy, which, from the 1: uner- 
75 6115 publ. (cations relati; 27 19. it, did not ſeem to need. any a 22 


ance that I cou! 4 give it. EY inte: 1ded nothing More than to 


write a brief anſtber to ſome injur 701s reflections of Mr i 
Hawk ns at the end of his Bampton- Lecture Sermons, upon 


RS 


certain Norxs F mine on Dr. Jonxsox' 8 Life of Dr. 


1 8 0 War rs; 3 which 1 meant 10 publiſh as a SUPPLEMENT T to. 


1.4. 40 EN 


that work, whi ch firt appeared Quo ymous.. Put when 7 


came to notice Dis ſeve e cenſure of the modern Dil enters, as 
- dangerous enemies both to Church and Stat „ on account of 


their religious and i political fo time ents, 7 was natur ally led, 


5 in my defence 9 of them, to introdu 1 Pmethins 77 referen e to 


the prefer t fate je? of warn debate, relative to the Difſent Ss 
in conſequence of. {ceing the lil beral : rbuſe thrown out against 
_ them I ether cor Mar, on the fame ; ground; WH9 urge FDEir 
x nde dangerous „nig 25 As motives to e their ace t 
hoſe offices, „7 775 197 which ihe G or pore ation aud 750 48; Were. 
thought the be/: 7 ea? SL bac the. | LEE 
Aniong ll the publications of 2078 . jort-Wwhic/ I had Ret 
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1 with, The Review of the Cate of the Yroteſtant Di, nen- 


ters (generally f 12 2 gen to be th, * £roauttion of a Kight R e- 


| rend F relate, 7 ves. 4%, 11 gurjDe 11 nel appeared 70 b2 the 5 85 
moſt þ laufs ble, and at the fame time the n jllileral. I 

one place (p. 22) | he expreſe 's humfelf thus e « The merits of + 
« the Nonconformijts in tne 22 * 2 Charles II. whatever 


ny 35 they 


PREFACE. 


cc they might be, can be of 70 avail to the Pagen Di, eu- 
[ . « ier of the preſent day, wha are no more the children of the 
r Ne onconform 15, than the. unbelieving Jews of the 

| . 0% olic ages were the children of -; faithfil Abraham. _ 


cc They are the [ue of their leins *, not the 2 7 theiV. 


cc principles. The Diſſenters from i the Charch of "England, 


ec in the times of the Stuarts „ were Calvi niſis in doctrine, in ; 
50 biſciſ line Preſbyterians. What are our modern Mon- 4 
& conform e ? Tn ariri ne, Arians, Secinians, Pelagians,. ö 
"$6 Ns Jarians, Mater ialifts, Antinomians; any big bat 


4 Calviniſis, We? From theſe ſuppoſed 1 here hes in the re. 


K 8 | | Iigious fe: niments 5 of the Fs ent it J Differ ire 7 85 and from their 


equally unſound principles in politics 8, e PD ihe Writer en- 
eaUour = prove from detached paſſages in the writings 
of Pris 8 Prieſt ley, a; 1d. P binf Hh he | infer Ys that they . 
; cannot ut th fajety to the cou: TY onto es 1 with 
any hee gree of that power Which the rebeal of t. 2 Laws 
| Es give the TIM : . | _ N 2 
7 tho, hr it righ / ther efor 2 70 embrace this o 977 ho rtunity ” . 5 X 
7 5 772 71 ng a Jew. things, 1 ah ditional Leiter 70 7 hi ECOICHS: | 
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* "This | 18 far f ſrom blu univerſa * tri ue. | Many of the Pre- : 
| Tent Diſſenters, Who are the warmeſt ! in the cauſe, are converts ; 
5 from the eſtabliſped church. The author of this piece is of 
| Higb- Church extracti ion; whereas his opponent is “ from the 


loins of the old Non conformity,” be No wonder then that at fog 


blk us ſhould deviate from ſome of their P::aciples, OW a 
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n the unſound a NA | diffs wal prin nctples which render ths 
Diſſenters ſo obnoxious, by mt y £ roteſtant Diitenter's Ca- 5 


| techiſm. 


As t t9 the 709 Lice of : theſe L. otters, which may y ſeem _ 


for eig · to the de TH of i be. reft, on an-. etenti e C051 0 fEderation, 


Es 4 pr { ame, ties / Will be ff / GH Nei 710 i 2 intimately 4 counetted with 5 
W 7. 


the i 411 fubjes i than C77 the Vie 0 might 15 Pears. The 


3 13 F — F > : 7 
3 of private Judgment 4 7 fre CU dom of enquiry, n op= | 


- poſition to e uthority, for which Ar. Hawkins 


ple te being g the grand funda ment ol ; principles of Proteſ- 


tantifir m, 55 caiiſe of the Diſjenters c. guanot be 7 2076 ej Poetually 


55 maintained than by the opp art of them. An ad if 4 it be true 
that ſubſcription to the 29 47 ticles does not (+ ure uniformity 
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85 7 faiih, but that there is as great a div lt of opinions : 


” among the Clergy of the © -abl; 15 Men (and cc "ſeq, ently among | 
N the Laity,) as there 75 amor the Diffent: „ it neceſſarily 
5 follows, not enly that doe are the moſt conſiſtent in objecting 1% 

1 fub er iption, but that We at 0 11 more dangel 918 to the chu < ; 

- pF fate than many members of the ed nent themſelves. ; 


1 And fre am hence this further nere nice ariſes, that in order to _ 
Ihe ſec urity of beth, another Teit Huld be 11/Iituted beſides — 


the facramental one, VIS. a a declaration upon 6ath of a firm 


Ts belief of all thoſe doctrines in religion an 305 {itics on which the 
1 fe fe ety both 9 the aal 1 ard c civιν,⁰ confi teten 75 is ſuppoſed 


W debe nd. 


| T bave only 2 obſerve wrther i way of pr fac that ; 
- when we diſclaim all hoſtile deſigns againſt the church a- 
> 5 i ſhment, we refer only to acls of 1 8 and ſay with the: 


a5 hoftle, c the Weapons of our war) rf are are not car nal”? We = 


. wiſh to propagate no opinions but b by fair ” ARGUMENTS from 
_ | Scripture and Reaſon, and theſe we confi der ou! ſelves as at 


: L : _- liberty to uſe, f long as the freedom of the preſs is con- 


- tinued;. Tf our opponents haue nething to fear from THESE; 
they may reft i in n peace, whether the — Laws b e repealed or 
| 4 8 1 | | . Hot, . 
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_ nit. I theſe weapons be at ol N they are more likely | 
tobe employed 700% zeal after the defeat of our application, 
than upon the ſucceſs ; 7 it, To hich world probably render uus 


Tukewarm ; and 48 0 as a friend to the cauſe of Non- 


conformity aloe, / ih the DEFEAT; while as a friend 5 
1 #0 equity, 79 the credit n izy country , and the intereft of pure | 

religion i in the church 7 England, I wijh for @ REPEAL 3 3 
but that not till the merits ef the cauſe have been tried b 7 the . 


| full le : 


Ea TUM. Page 5, line 15, dele note 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


The two following tracts, connected with the ſabje& of t this, „ 


| and by the ſame author, may be had of the publiſher. 


N. B, of The former 18 'tranflated into WW ELC I. Price oh 


THE PRO. 


* H E 
Proteſt: nt - Diffenter's 
CATRCHIS HM. 


CONTAINING, 


Þ A Brier HisTory oF THE. NONCONFORAMISTS : . 


1 8 u. Tu ReAsoxs or THE Dissvr FROM THE Na- 5 
TIONAL Cuorcu, EY ; 


. Defis 58 to 1 0 and eſtabliſh Young Peitbns among 


the Difſenters | in the Principles of eee 


The ELGHTH EDITION. | 


| N. b. The 0 of thi Review of the Difſenters Cafe ſays of this works 


That it is “cheap in price, but rich in matter, and that whoever would 


have a clear idea to the word Loyalty as uſed by the Nonconformiſts, 1 


Te Hould 1 never 1 it out of ms band Ul he has gotten it bY heart,” 


"THE 
* x 13 1 55 N T '$. M 


0 THE 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS 
5 ASSERTED, 


ro * A Letter to the Archdeacon of St. bars. Pr. 6d. 


— — — 


. Mo; B. Notwihllanding the fulleſt e afforded in bs hy 
5 piece of the Archdeacen's total ignorance of the ſtate of things 
ga mong the Diſſenters, the Biſpip of St. David's ſtill perſiſts in 
giving the ſame falſe repreſentations of them, though he has 
attempted no reply to the above Letter, excepting in a few re- 


marks, in a new edition of his tracts, which ao not allect the _ 
| . | | | 
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LETTER 1 


- To: the Rev. W. Hawkins, N. . 


4 ; 4 A Defence / he Jae Dr, Iſaac Wa atts. 07 Tee Eu. 5 


| 45 and 5 Church- author: al 8 


. Sin, os 7 
\ 8 you have thought proper, at the end of 


. your Ba ampton- Lecture Sermons, to animad- Fs 


| vert upon ſome chings in my Notes on the Life of 


Watts, in a manner which bears hard on his 
a character as well as my own, I embrace the oppor- | 
tunity now afforded me, in re- publiſhing that piece, 


B 3 make a few remarks on what you have written, in 


5 order to vindicate both the Doctor and my fell; and 2 


VTV Of free kung 
| | 45 2 ; at the fame time to defend the Proteſtant Diſ- bY 
0 1 85 enters in general, w hom you have defamed. 


"T he manner in which you Introduce your ob- 
: 8 rvations on Dr. 7 Malls's ſcheme of the Trinity i W- 


| - -- candid and reſpectiul.. P. 377 3% cc L ar from mean- 
=: ing to rank a late very eminent writer, Dr. 4. 
ä *. W818, 10 the number of notorious heretics, or 


n ite leaſt to d etract from the excellence of his i 

= . character, I think myſelf bound, in duty to my 

ll ſubject, to take fome notice of rhe ſingularity 

_. " of his eden — 
. 1 mall not auempr 4 -gefs -nce of kis kypork hs, 

| nor am F Ppertec ctly ſatisfied WI ith ! it, though it a ap- 


re 


der d we | nearer the truth than gh For 


EI Dr. Priel Top, in tis 1 laſt : Dofence of Dnitentenifm, having | 
- : taken a reſpectful notice of a paſlage at the end of zhe Life of | 
* 5 VV Watts, obje ecting 20 4 a pa irticular ſcheme of the Trinity, 
ö D pleaſed to ſay, if l had examined with the ſme freedom 
| | What ſeems to be my own idea, it would have. appeared as 


8 aten a mode of maintaining the doctrine of a Trinity 1 


3 "as this; I take this opportuuit/ to aſſure him that I have 
EEE exar nined it with all the freedom [ can, and ſtill maintain ie 
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as very materially Iifferent from the Sociniar doctrine. Iam 


: 975 indeed a Unitarian „ a6 rea ly as he is, ſince 1 believe God is Ns I 
1 92 ONE 1 One e infinite be! ing I but this 1 do not conceive to 5 | — 
EEE 2. e inconſitent with the notion of a Trinity.” The Logos or 1 
3 eſſential Wifdem of God, (according to Calvin) which Is... 
Ween exprefoly called Cod, being refident in Jeſus Chriſt, and | _ 
mia ſeſb, may T chink prop erly be called a divine perſon, . 


h _ And the Spirit, Tay power or active energy of God, 1s un- 
doubtedly repre enced under perbonal characters, org rer 
' na 
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and af Church A. th rity. 1 


thoupk 3 in one place you ſeem with him to reſolve. 
the Deity of Chriſt i into the indwelling of the Fa- 
ther (p. 42), you appear on the whole to maintain 
the notion of three real divine 
gent agents, v which ſome or de 
| church- have pronounced Tilbbefſn F. 
had you contented your ſelf wich oppoſing Dr. | 
. Matis 8 ſentiments, you would have heard not hing 
from e. But you have thrown out ſuch cenſures 
reſpecting the diſpoſition of his mind in the purſuit 


divines of your 
| However, 


of his enquiries, as not only tend to injur e his cha- 8 
racter, but the cauſe of truth in general. On theſe 
| I muſt take the liberty to animadvert. 555 
Alter having given a view of his ſentiments in a 
quotation from ay: pamphlet, and tranſcribed his 
hb enn cad, 5 70 the Dei, y 0 on a review 5 the Trini- 


48 EIN 1 And Aude we and mention de of 
8 Three, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, in ſuch an 
| intimate and ſolemn connection, i in the form ot : Baptiſm, and 5 

| in the chriſtian benediction, 1 cannot ſee with what impro- 
priety theſe are called the Trinity. | Ir ig probable L may, on 
ſome future occaſion, more fully explain my ideas on this 
OE ſubject, and attempt to ſhew that they are both rational and 
. ſcriptural, at the ſame time alſo attending with impartiality 8 5 
to the Doctor $ objections, the force of Which F do not at . 
preſent feel, though upon ſome ſchemes they appear ons 
. anſwerable. As I do not mean to deceive,” neither have = 
Fo”! any ſuch cc dread of unpopular names” as mall keep me | 
from giving up any opinion which I think incapable of a ra- 5 
tional and ſcriptural defence. cones 
* See particularly South againſt Sherlock ; and the NEW 1955 
i of the 22 Synod i in favour of the Medaliſts, A. D. 1695. 


5 „„  tarian 


rlons, or intelll- 
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tarian controverſy, you introduce the following i in- 
terrogations, to which I beg leave to 95 ve you what 
T think the proper infvers;. P. 383. © Now for 
ce truth's ſake desire to aſk any intelligent, im- 


8 ing, though pious m. 
have. And what then ? 
on purpoſe. to ſhew w bat 


1 Parti ial, and candid reader, whether we have not 


1 
1 


« in theſe Pällages ſtron 8 Hgls tions of a waver- 


5 . | 


nd oubtedly we 


2 


* 


great an d g0 oo man ee about a ſut ect 


—— 752741 133 1 1: | 2 24 2 . 
which h: ad employed his Gilj dent ſtudy through 
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: 7 7 7% I Cov 5, h o 4% Ray IO 4 1 a 
wy with View 0 CO 11 nce my readlers 01 Li1C 


and dif fidence in their 1 ies, and: candour to- 


2 


f wards thoie that thin diffe rently about it. | | 

. Jou proceed“ 5 Wh echer it ich i language as this 
"06 does not rather tend to encour: rage ſpecious ſcep- . 
ce ticiſm ch an ſound faith?” Anſwer. Not in re- 
gard to! chi riſtiauity itſelf, 5 though Wit b regar d to 15 
5 certain human lyitems it may. And whe: e 18 the 


28 


7 harm if it does? Beſides, ho k elp is the e for it?? 
Muſt a ma n ſuppreſs his doubts about any 1 poin . of 
controverſy through fear leſt others ſhould. doubt 

_ alſo? Freely to expreſs them! is the wer, to excite 
others to an impartial 9 and that is the beſt 


means 1 know of to come e at the knowledge of the 
5 truth. 5 
What follows 4. 4 cely underſtand, : Whe- 


ther it is not chargeable with incond; by be:. 
—. tween reverence and remonftrance, between de- 
| « clarations 


1 5 the paſſuges | 
bt and. perplexi ty this 


1 E ä 5 ? ed 
difiic uly attending it, and to recommend modetty 


ol St E = 4 5 — . , r - 8 . 
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ce 
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and of Church dend. 5 


et clarations of acquicſcence and expoſtulations of 
« diſcontent ?” If you mean ro aſk, whether a 
man who expr elles ſome diſſatisf; \Ction with com- 
monly received opinions is not guilty of want of 
reverence for divine truth TE anſwer no. And 
whatever Dr. I. atts doubted of or denied, his re- 
' Yerence for the word of God is moſt ſtrikingly ap- >; 
parent in this Solemn Aa id; dreſs. | . 


Your next enqui iry is very extr aon dinary indeed; 


| e © Whether, ac cording to Dr. 7 1 atts's. idea 5 ll N 8 


« ecclef Hall Heal authority is not, as ſuch, altogether _ 


© Odious or conte vptible ; J and whether for what 
appea ars to the contrary, C hriſtianity might not 
At ourith w /ichour the exiſtence of ch wrch paſtor « or 


e reacher? ” Probably the Doctor might not have 
TS den ied that he exiſtence. of. tr us chriſtianity | in the 
: mind depen ds. upon church or Paftor. Bot he 
himſelf was a paſtor of a church, and I am per- 

- ſuaded looked upon churches, paſtors, and teachers, 

e 8 of Sreat ule 0 Promote the intereſt of Chriſt au 
ls turn in the wor id. NH owever, as tO the 8 autho- 
e 7 ' of; any Pador o or any church © to decree con- 

-tr over es of faith, 


and to ſettle the mind when it | 


ee wavers,“ AS. his Ha, in the ſearc ch after truth, 
1 will anſwer for him he knew of none; though 3x: - 
ſuch could have been found, he was as likely as 
„ wan, h. umbiy to have acquieſced in its deci- 
ſions. - So I confeſs ſhou! d I. And if you, good : 
8 Sir, can direct me to any eccleſiaſtical authority” 
which is s Uivincly conſtiruted t to > ſertle the wavering 


mind, = 


3 Of 1 4 en 
mind, and determine what truth, 1 wi. 11 6 ſincere. 
Iy thank you, and will neither doubt nor enquire 

any more. Hitherto ] have fourd none but what, 


. ; 4 © - A 1 1 Was . 8 oh | 
with Dr. VF: 21 15 4 eſteem cc "ay tos Sthel OLLOUS ; ang 


| conte, uptible.“ 


Phat the authority of: the Church of R one. ma * | 


ſafely be pronounced ſuch, I have no leſs a war- 
rant than your own. In your firſt diſc ourſe, P- 4. 
you have the fol] owing admirable e paſſage : 1350 F rom 
-. 5 xhie acknowledged li. ableneſs of the ſcriptures to : 
. the groſſeſt abule when in the hands of ſuch as 
© 0 AE warned « and unſtable, t the Church of Rome 
« draws her mot e argument againſt the 
cc common uſe of chem; and would I Ave us infer . 
5 the neceſſity, or = CEi rainry of an infallible au- 
ce thority lodged in the church for the de ciſion of 
cc controvei ſies, and aſcertainme at of a rule of 
cc Fai th, "Fri om th e confelied convenie ace and utility 
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5 Quant to be deterr med 1n Our len tim ents concern- 0 
ing religious tr. ad. This 6 ng d in the above 

reflection upon } 1 IF, WA atts. In one place (p. 398,) 
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: end of Church bleib. 1 7 


that 1 may adve nce ; that ce in the ſcripture- plan 
b no traces of a national ch burch, or of eccleſiaſti- 

« cal aut chority are to be for nd,” And afterwards, 

P- 400, you talk. of <« precepts to obedience to Ipt= 
cc ritual a author; ity as plain,” 4 and then 2 aſk Is it 


. 


y 


« verſy without a judge?“ And again, (p. 402) 


cc Where now is th he judge of * controverſy ? what is 1 


ec become of eccleſiaſtical authority?“ 1 really can- 


not tell. I repeat the monſtrous allertion with en- 
creaſed confidence, that in the ſcripture no ſach 
judge is appointed, nor any fuch PAIN delegated 
2 0 any man or body of men. If there be, pray 1 
Sir be ſo! eind as to point out the _ paſſage, and 1 
Fs will pay you my moſt grate ful acknowledg; ments. 
1 wiſh you alſo to name the church in which ſuch a 
ju doe | 15 to be found, and DY which ſuch authority . 
"JS lawfully claimed. Lou have your eye evidently 
di rected to your eren. — the Church of Emplaia. 
She indeed we well know claims ce aut hority in 
« * controverſies « of faith.” But we take the liber (y | 
os o diſpute t the Juſtice, 190 cenſure the arrogance of 
chat claim with the fame freedom and on the ſame _ 
grounds, that vou difpu te and cenſure the like 
- claim of th le Church OL Nome. . ou yourſelf ! in- 1 5 
ddeed ſeem to heſitate about the extent of it, and 
. fact reduce it to not! hing, p. 412: © Under this 
FE. «c perſuaſi on, the Church wok England, as a national 
4 church, as a church reformed from the groſs 
= « errors, corruptions and ſuperſtitions of Rome, has 
: VVV not 


not a ſoleciſ iſm in religion to ſuppoſe Aa contro- 


* 8 
: 


— : 0 & fro na 


E . Hot aut hors controverſies of falt h, viz. autho- 
5 ce rity not to DETERMINE, bur to DECLa%Ez.” By 
what follows I ſuppoſe this curious diſtinction to 
mean, that the Church of E. ngland has authority 8 
declare to her members what ſhe thinks to be the 
| truth, but not to deter mine for them, much leſs for 
others, what their faith ſhall be. But let me aſk, | 
Sir, can you ſeriouſly think that this is all your good | 
mother meant in her 20th article, and whether her | 
true ſons will thank you for thus reducing her au- 
N thority! For this! is in fact reducing it to nothing | 
- more than every church and every Chriſtian has an 1 
= equal right to. The little Independent church of |. 
which I am paſtor, has an undoubted right to de- 
clare what ſhe deems truth and error, and ſo Bi 
every member of it; and 1 think myſelf to have 
equal right to declare the contrary, if 1 am in any 
: thing differently minded. If you ſuppoſe r 
church to Have no higher a claim than this, none 
. will dif pute it with her. | But then, good Sir, * 
EL: me retort 5 our queſtion, cc Where is eccleſiaſtical 
| 5 7 « authority 1 he authority by which di ſputes are 5 * 
1 - to be ſettled, and. to which you inſinuate Dr. | Watts | 
|\BY ” | ſhould have ſubmitted, when he found his mind! in 
ſuch a © wavering” ſtate concerning the Trinity 5 
= The mere declaration of your church would not have _ 
reſolved his doubts any more than that of his own, 1 
75 : or of the church of Rome; nor will the declar ation 2 
of any church be of the leaſt avail £0 decide con- 
* |  troverlies : 
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c« tx uth, Dr." . app. ears to me to have bet n biat- 


cc 
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troverſies © of faith, unleſ that church can prove ſhe 


Has, what the Church Of Home more conf? ſtently | 


- pretends to, INFAL . Int. IT vo. or a Powers deleg gared 


from Chris 


e our next queſtion conhcernint 
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After tome enq: lirtes about other r 


2 * 
1 
- 


* 


Jam not. pokes to litigate with vou, I fnd the 


it 4 


following paſſage in which you you elf anſwer the 
above intc rrogation: © Þ | hall content Hyſelt with 


« expreftit ng my aſtoniſh: ment at che ſorce of pre- 


ue Ce In | one V1 10 ſo. ſtrongly | nculcates an in- 
te difference for « every thing: but truth, and cenfi ures 

« ſo ſevere iy all party ch Ments. F Or with all 

_ © his gentlene els, , benevolence, chai ity, and loye of 


ſed | Dy more 1 an ordin: ary prepofſcth Hons. 3 Tou 


add, b. 3 387 5 He mult, to my app: rehenfio; 1, be 


cc conl dere Wy 4s Kin 8 ag; ain E the doctrine of 


/ 


OY: a trinit * of 7 Je ſons, chief y | becauſe e It Wa is an 
75 eftabliſh ed one; bec auſe it was the Goarine of 


ce the chur 8 15, Sir, you can ſeriouſly believe 5 


I 6 
— 


& Kanding or picty,” The man that is capable 


of op) poſing any de cirine, merely bec auſe it is held 
; by aN church, even that of. Rome, cannot in my 


En eo opinion 


6 ſe ” +.» *y CE FS, he rods, * P ˙ wm OS 
— 11 . P 
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200k, ion to be true, I cannot conceive 
how. you cul admit either Dr. WIS 8 * under 


2 2 — 
2 — — : 


0 - Of free Enquiry Y, See. 


opinion have any great ſnare of either. And what 
you ſay of his © invincible prejudices,” has fo lit- 
: tle apparent foundation, that his lein addreſs to the 
 Deiy proves nothing ſo plainly as his freedom from 2 

: prejudice, and bis earneſt deſire to find the truth | 

_ wherever. it was to be met with. And indeed T | 
Will take upon me to prove from his other writ⸗ 
in that he was ſo far from labduring under any 
| ee ee the commonly received doctrine 
5 of the X rinity, t hat if | he had any prejudices at all, 
they lay quite on the other ſide. Accordingly, | 
the profeſſed advocates for the Unitarian doctrine 
ha ave. in nothing centut ed Dr. FI "atts io much, as 
for bis backwardneſs to expreſs his Own real ſen- 

_ timents in plain unequivocal. terms, thi ouch fear | 
of offendi ing the orthodox, with whom he wa « moſt 1 
connected through life, and for his too great anxiety 
to appear, as much as poſſible, united in 1 ſent! ment 1 
04 with them. 5 


TL | . | oh . N 7 oe” gee = | l | 8 1 ; 5 
In 1 44. BC 20 Borg” ng » 1; 42 ad 4 als Very f; ity of Feu! { HTO | 
N — . * : 


N V. Sin, 


5 He 1 N G ſo much miſt aket | the mark in 


your animadverſions on Dr. Walls, and ſo 8 


gro b miftepreſented bin, * cannot wonder 2 
any thing vou are pleaſed to 8 of mne; nor ed” 
Ito be greatly affected by 1 However (to uſe. 

your own words) 55 For truch 8 s ſake deſire to aſk 5 
85 any int elligent, impar tial and ca ndid. reader,” & 


PET your remarks on ſome of my notes are not 


Equal y groundleſs and injurious 7 


Tou! in troduce them thus, p. 39 5 ff 7 fall take 
© this opportunity to anim advert on certain dirty 


85 « aſperſions | in a late performa ince, ft rom the ha nd 
« of a rigid Non- confor miſt, and perha aps * an 


Y 


| « avowed unbeliever, : and h both! Th 5 
| © anonymous. editor. of Dr. Johnſon's Life of Di 
N 1 Halle, with notes, eee to the virulence 


„„ 0 


„ of 's diſpoſicion every regard to decency, cha- 5 
08 rity and truth,” 1 ſhall. ma ke o remar k upon 


1 1 am an avurved unbeliever, your perhaps 18 3 


E 0 2 . theſe 


* . n ” rn «a —— © — — 3 n — 6 mr endanger ¶ — 2 —— — 
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uin oy . ? 
12 "ON 1 Nullen nn. > 
these. 5 alperſtons“ e 57 YOUrS t le: aving t che reac or 
"T0 glve = the proper Evicher Ly mal proc eed to | 
nt what t you have to olter by Ron Ot agu 
912 againſt m V laſt note, WI ich has given vou the 15 


| ca offence. 


You think I had no jut t o Feat to cenſure = 


Jehnſon for his bigotry, merely on account of the 


manner in which he mentions Dr. M alts's Non- 


conformity. I grant he might have expreſſed. him- 0 
ſelf ! in ſeverer terms, But J muſt maintain, that 


1 


when he was propoſing the excellent cha acer of the 

Doctor to imitation, and 0 high ly extolled “. kis 

cc. benevolence to man 2 and his reverence to God,” a 

it ſhes wed a narrowne 5 of mind unw orthy of ſuch a 

Writer, to © except his non- conformity,” which 

: certainly had nothing to do with his moral cha- 
racer. b However, LO Wave all further remarks On 

; hs head, I think every imparti ia perfon nn Ts | 

low, t that if there was nothing cenſurable in Dr. 

Fobnſen as a church- man for taking this notice. of: | 

Dr. # Watts 5 non- conformity, there was nothing g un- 5 

becoming me as A Diſlenter, to take oc caſion from 0 

5 this circumſtance to remar K Dr. Torn!on's igno- i 

; rance of the principles of the Di ent ers, and to ” 

offer what occured to me in def ence of them. 5 

You are principally fende d with me for de. 
L line; my apprehenſion that the ſubſe ription, re- | 
quired as the condition of n Sinifterial confor mity, „ 

| ſuch as few can be ſuppoſed uprightiy to comply E | 

with, and for afſerting that r man of your clergy are 


known | 


„18 


D 
are 
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f ö I bY 1 | I 7 + 1 . 1 
they have profeſſed their afſent and content. U 
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5 believe few. of y Your. 
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known * ditbelieve ſome of thoſe articles to which 
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= ſubſcription, W hich you; y church er requires is {0 great, 
and ſome of them (to 7 ſay the leaſt) o moe 


Ah 


4 th Ws + 300 it is Rotori⸗ 


of 


— — — 


brethren will CO ntrady ict me, 
| that th 12: nun ber. of f Points comprehended in the 
6: . N . e : OY : 


that it is inctedi ble th at - all the clergy [tou | be- 
eve every individual of 8 
ous that many of them openly diſfavow it. it 
might be ſufficient to refer any . teliene perſon 
8 either to the pulpit diſcourſe es, or: wy printed . VOTES 


1 4 On Snbjeription to the driicles, 


of your cle orgy 3 many of which manifeſtly contra- 
dict each other, particularly in what Dean Tucker 


Calls the © win 1nguarticular Controverſy. Some are 


zealous Calvi ww and Ste s as zealous A. minians. 
Nor is their diverſity of entirnent confined to theſe 
_ point ts of doctrine: it is well known to extend to 


what many deem infin itely more import ant, that of : 


| A 


the Trinity and the Atonemen t while the majo- 
rity are, ith you, zealous 4 thanafi zans, there are 


not a — 8 and ſome of your dignitaries too, aVOW- | 


ed Arians and even Socinian 5. You, Sir, cannot he - 


a ſtranger to the writings of Clark, Headley, Law, 


e Kc. now. numbered with. the dead, nor to 

others of the ſame deſc: ription yet. living ; : many 8 
whom were not long ſince aſſociated at the Fa., 
 thers 9 avern for petitioning the + arliament to abo- — dl 


fiſh flip ion to the Thirty- nine Articles, and . 
ſubſtitute the holy ſeriptures in their ſtead, 
But beſid: es u. ieſe more capital points of doctrine, 


8 about which he diſagreement among ſome of your 


clergy is 577 noto: jous, there are others of leſs im- 
portance from which they: more generally di ſlent, 


though the ſubſcription demanded require es them to 


8 as unanitacus with refpect to theic. Nor do 
they N wake a ſecret of K. 1 ray ſelf have 


1 *. 


5 heard very re Pectab te cle 18% men confeſs, that when 


they took orders oh they lub ſcribe ed 42 the 879 iſ; and 


ee did not mean o alſent to every individ ual : 


1 be ſo much Oflende d v 


this, which was. undeniably. matter "of - fat 
a day, 1 is more notor ious, a nd in a greate cr det 
caſe in the preſent day, in conſequenc e of 
| thorough inveſtigation of t the Catal fubjets of. 
; theological debate. I could eafily refer vou to 
— numerous publications | by Calviniſts and Arm. intans,” 


Tri 271. — 


and Diver ity of Sentiment amons the 7 lergy. 13 


As to che principle of ſubſcribing > to the articles 


"6 not as articles of faith but of Fe ace, it is lo very 
common and notorious, that I am e vou 
ich 


* 


But this is not the only principle u Pon \ which 


100 clergy have been uſed to ſubſcribe, there are 8 
at leaſt a dozen more, beſides | thi at which the pre- 
able to the articles expreſely me tions, and which 

ve Diſſenters think the only 3 that is vin dicable, 
as the profeſſed deſign of the 8 ription is * to. 

OF avoid divenity o of opinions.” Dr. Þ 22 cy has 
reckoned them up at the end of his laſt Defence of 
| Unitarianiſm, ro which I beg lea ve to refer you. 
1 this diverſity of pr. ii 9278 pens which Your clergy 1 
avowe dly ſubſcribe be not an in onteſtible Proof 
FE of a di wer! 5 ity of Js Gu ns, Lam at a loſs to CONCELVE 
any thing which c duld have been ſuch, One of 
the molt emine ne. of 1 * our bitl 30 Ps, | 15 | 6880 nl the | 
above tract, PO Biſhop / Burnet, make es che follow⸗ 
ing confeſſion, | vhich will be tho aht deciſive. 
e e gr reater part ſubſ cr ibe the a tieles without 
8 examining them; and or! ners do 7 t becauſe they 5 
0 muſt do it, though they can badly f atisfy their 
cc conſciences about ſome things in them. But 


—— — — altes.\ Nile . — 5 n _— 1 — 1 
_ — - — — —— — — * BBA — ÿ 


y 1 mentioning 


3 


Well as s yourſelf, muſt 


16 of 5 ubſeription to the articles, 


| 75 "Ll; Harians and e Ui; #1 art, ils, V who have all ſubſcribed 
the ſame articles. But moſt of my-r eaders, as 


Tho be too well acquainted with 
tlie n to render is neceſſat ry. I will therefore con- 
ten CI wi wt quoting. the authority of to of 


your Gigni tarie - the one the late Biſnop, the other 
5 


che Pint Ken -GCACONR, 0! e The former 
in his Cor iderations on Sub; 


CIPIIONS, mentions it as 


a matter altoge the r incredi ble that ſuch a body of. nk 


men as the Clergy of the chu: ch of 1 England, ſhould : 


be able to aſfent to ſuch a great number of pro- . 


poſitions as the 39 a articles contain. The latter in 
Bis Mor al aud Political Philoſophy, having treated 
of © Lies and Oaths,“ proc ecds natur: ally enou. 266 
to Sub ſcription to articles of Religion, and exo es ha. 


himſelf in theſe. wor, As: „They who co: that 
5 46 nothing leſs c n jt ni ſublc cription 2 to tne 39 ar- 5 
OY. 6 ticles, than he e actual belief o of each and every 


85 « ſepar ate propoſiti on Cont alned in them, muſt 
40 ſuppoſe, that the legiſlature + cap cted the conſent 
c of ren thou land r men, and chat in perpetual ſue⸗ g 
80 ceflion, not to one controverted Prop olition, but | 
e to many hundr reds, It is difficult. to conceive 
1 « how this could be ex pected Dy. any, who ob- 
© ſerved the incurable vert ity of human op nion 
8 upon all ſubjects ſhort of demonſt ration.“ See 
vol. I. p. 219. 3 
| If a any other authority be thoug! it ncceſſary * - 
my 9 ic Hall be gu, OWN, Very carly | 
8 in vou. Diſce wr s you have > a_ paſſage. which. in your 
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and 1 Dicerfit of "Sentiment among g the Clergy. 17 


: e you ſeem to have for rotten, You in- 
troduce certain objectors as laying of the doctrines 
aſſerted in your Art icles, * to theſe Sul/criptien is 
e much more univerſal than agreement z” M6 vou 
| imme diately confeſs © it is indeed 200 true.“ 
. By this time 1 apprehend, Sir, the im partial 
reader, if not your rſelf, will think that I had at leaſt 
ſome plauſible reaſon. for ſaying what has' given 
you ſuch great olfence, « that } i the terms of con- 
« formity were a declaration in the clergy that 
c they did not believe all and every. thing, &c. ic is 
05 undeniable. that many (nor to ſay the mot) J of 5 
© thoſe chat conform might very conſcientiouſſy 
1 make it.“ 8 I Vill now g farther, and ſay, my ö 
firm opinion Is that notwithſtanding the unifors 
* mity of ſubſcription to all and every thing in your 
| Articles, if another Baer ſhould. ariſe, and 
endow a new lecture as liberally as that which you 
had the honour to preach, for the expreſs purpoſe 
* of maintaining doctrines he reve; ſe of thoſe which _ 
 youhaveſo zealouſly defended, th ere would not be 
1 wanting clergymen Who would with equal ability 
fulfil the will of the founder, and with equal elo- g 
5 quence celebrate his wiſdom * , piety and munifi- 
1 cence. It is more chan poſſible that preachers of 
1 oppoſite ſentittie nts. may obtain the liberal emolu- 
ment which the late Canon of Saliſbury deviſed, if 
ve may Judge * from a well known fact which has : 


Mb. See the Dedication, 


D=- =: : | happened 


OE — — — — 


8 


BB 


| 16 of Subfeription 70 the Bradt, &c. 5 


| happened in another ſimilar inſtitution. Lach 
Meyer's lecture at St. Paul's was ſome years ago 
pPreached by an avowed Socinian. That this may 
. ſtigmatized as a © dirty aſperſion, T refer 
N reader to the printed diſcourſes on the Logos, — 

5 &c. by Dr. Berjamin ts which are dedicated . 
to the Biſhop of Norwich. 


On the whole, I may venture to if”; that 1 — 


"there i is as great a difference between the ſentiments | 

of ſome of the conforming clergy and thoſe of | 
others, as there is between theirs and ſome of the = 
nonconformiſts, ſo that the latter might with as 
much propriety ſubſcribe the Articles and enjoy 
the emoluments of the eſtabliſhed. church as the | 
55 former. Nor is it to be conceived that any thing - | 
but a principle of conſcience ſhould prevent their 
doing ir. In what degree their conduct in this 
matter entitles them to © a good opinion either for i 
e their underſtandings e or their integrity,” I leave = 1 
5 the 1 world to judge. 5 


| 5 Jam, & c. 


. 


— — Som cok — 


Ox the dangerous Tendency of the Sentiments of Fro- 


 teſtant Diſſenters to Church and State. 


Rev. IN 


— \R O M ine things which 1 had adrinced in e 
1 vindicating the Diſſenters (though i Amn at 
FE Tok to find what they are) you have formed ſuch 8 
| ideas of their opinions as to have expreſſed the moſt 
formidable apprehenſions from them, as of a moſt ” 

deſtructive tendency. Having obſerved, (p. 399) . 
185 that exceeding mad as the Puritans and help 

ec. friends! in the laſt century were againſt the go - 

: « yernours of the church, and our whole eccle- 


„ « ſiaſtical polity, THEY appear to have been more 
c than ordinarily ſolicitous to expreſs their full i 
« aſſent and conſent to the moſt ma aterial articles = 
of our faith: their quarrel was not againſt our 
0 doctrine but our diſcipline ;” and having quoted 0 
« the Aſſembly's Confeſſion of Faith, you: add—< fr om 
«© which circumſtances L take occaſion to aſl; whe- | 
c ther, as far as we may reaſonably collect from 
* ce the ſtyle and ſentiments of the editor of Dr. 1 
EARS... Tobuſan's Lit of Dr, Watts, * with Notes, the views 
D2 SE e and 


8 * 
N 


„ 


cially as- the ala 


doctrine, 


. fact otherwiſe, and were we generally FO 
as you ſuppoſe vs to be, I cannot *conceive how 
our opinions about matters of faith ſhould endanger 


The only principles which 
3 can i be rationally fuppoled to ali et cither, are thoſe | 


= either Church or State 


28 y the dangerous 7 endency 


and diſpoſitions of the Proteſtant Diſſenters of 
this age have not a tendency more inimical and 
deſtructive, than were thoſe of theſe ſame an- 
* ceſors of theirs who triumphed i in the ruin both 
© Of church and ſtate. 
Now, Sir, © on this head, I ar endeavour to 


give you ſatisfaction and allay your fears; eſpe- 
m has been. ſo generally ſpread : 
through the facerdotal order, by the recent at- 
tempts of the Diſſenters to obtain a repeal of the | 


1 


Corporation | and * Teſt Alis. Indeed, my dear Sir, 


you need not be alarmed a8 for the State or the 
Church. 
_ though we ſhould, contrary to our expectations, : 5 

obtain all we Will ; F much leſs from our doctrinal 1955 
le ntim ents. 


You have nothing to fear from us, even 


As to thele indeed, x will venture to 


affirm that the majority of us, (notwithſtanding 
what the late Arch- deacon of St. Albans, now.. Biſhop 
. of St, David „ has fo confidently maintai ined) are 


much nearer to our fore- fathers the Puritans, in 


But "wore the 
e£terodox 


. ger a ane 1 The Calviniſm of the 22 
1 el, ina Letter to the Arch. deacon of *. Albans. © 


to the articles of your church, than 
the 5 of your clergy are *. 
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| that relate to di ſeipline and politics. But in re- 
gard to theſe, you have no Jult E ound of SPE 
| henſion from us. 
"We are indeed greatly aver le to all impoſitions 
on conſcience ; we cannot Profeſs to approve Dio- 
ceſan Epiſcopacy ; nor can we reliſh the doctrine 
of paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance. We are 
generally zcalous friends to Liberty, civil and re- 
| ligious, and we think we underſtand ! it better than. 
our fore- fathers did. We are, owe ever,  frongly 


attached to the Er ngliſh civil conſtitution, a5 de- 


fined at the Revolution, and are firm friends tothe 
Houſe of Bru; ifwick. As f. ſuch we th! ink we ] 


WC. ay „ 
juſt claim to be put on an equ ual footing with our 


1 


. fellow-ſubje &, and are read) 7 In the N tion of 
any offices with whi wich we may be int cruficd, to 


1 


ſerve our king a nd country. Put we | have no dif. 


poſition. to effect any change fi in che date, nor, be 


Le 
aſſured, to attempt t the dow 12 1 of th ae church. 
Much leſs. have we any deſign or a any Wii to erect | f 
85 Prefbytei rianiſin on the ruins of Fpiſeopacy On this 
head you and your brethren. may e yourſelves 
pertectly eaſy, e even though the repeal of the C or- 7 
- poration and Teſt Acts ſhould give us greater 
Power, and introduce more of us into places of 
influence, than it is pr obable or poflible | it ſhould. 
I will give you one very ſubſtantial reaſon for 
relving on the truth of what 1 fay. The revolu- 
tion which has taken Place in the ſentiments of the 


By  Diſſenters | in che preſent age, is fuch as renders | 


77 


* ä —— — — 
e 
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them not more © Wine and Ln in the 
i views you ſuppoſe, than our ſore- fatners the Puri- 


tans, or the firſt Nonconformiſls 1 were, but abun- 


dantly 72 fo. They appr oved of church- eftabliſh- 

ente and were zealous for a a Preſpyter! zan national 
5 church. And they actually triump! hed in the 
pe c ruin both of church and Nate.” W Ve are far 
from joining in that triumph, and farther from 


5 wiſhing to ſee 1 renewed. We ſhould think with 


abhorrence of { ſeeing any one denomination ot Diſ- 


; ſenters advanced to eccleſiaſtical power, and 


Juoying th hoſe emobaments of yours, for which vou 
and your brethren are ſo ſadly apprehenſive. And 3 
5 the great diverſity of ſentiments which there is at 


9 


Preſent among us, and the number of parties into 


Which we. are divi ided, would alone be a ſufficient 


ſecurity againſt ours becoming the eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion of this country, Wh natever power we might 
5 (contrary to all human probability) acquire in che : 
. Nate, It would be an abſolute impoſſibility in the 
5 nature of things, that ſo many and ſuch heteroge- 
neous bodies of men as compoſe the preſent Dir. 
ſenters, ſhould ever be united in one church- eſta- 
1 8 bliſhment. As no one of them would ever e 
5 ſuffered by the reſt to eſtabliſh itſelf, neither! 1s there > 
any one chat wiſhes it, or that would not much | 
rather ſce Epiſco; "acy remain for ever where it „ 
And while chere is a church- eſtabliſhment at all, ſo 
. long a as the FE. piſcopalians are the majority, we e 
Ts ready. to admit te ought to have the pre- emi- ad 
: 5 | | NEnce · 
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nence; it being 25 univerſal principle among us, 


chat th 6 voice of F majorities ſhould always deter- 


"Arn aſt all the diverſity of o) opinions that, in con- 


ſequence ol a happy freedom of. enquiry prevails 


among: Us, tl 1ere is one Pri: xiple in Which we are 


univerſally agreed: viz. THAT CHRIST 'S KINGDOM _ 
18s NOT OF THIS WORLD ; and chat it is ſo far from 
needing the civil power or tlie wealth of this world 
5 fr its ſupport, that theſe are its greateſt enemies. 
So long therefore as we can en} joy liberty to wor- 
5 ſhip God according to the dictates of our o-] Q 
conſciences, and what we think. the rules of his 
word, we envy you none of your dignities and 
emoluments. Our miniſters are 3 better ſa- 
tisfied with the voluntary and cheerful contribu- 
tions of their people, chan they would be with the 
i largeſt ſtate- endowments. And our laity, though 
not averſe to che honours and advantages connected 
with certain civil offices to which they have an 
equal claim with the reſt of their countrymen, de- 
ſire them no further than they ſhall be thought to 
deſerve. them, by the faithful diſcharge of their . 
duty; and are equally ready to ſerve their country 5 
by ſuſtaining offices of burthen which have no emo- 
lument annexed. Nor is it their wiſh to enjoy 
: either honours or profirs any otherwiſe, {no indeed 


EZ Can they “) than by che appointment of their So- 


* It is aſtoniſhing that Our | opponents keep 1 this confideration 5 


| 5 ut of icht. 


vereign, 
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FR vereign, or the free choice of their fel low. citizens; 
nor to hold them any longer than while they ap- 12 
prove themſelves peaceable and loyal ſubjects to 
their King, and uſeful members of the commu- | 
nity. And thoſe of them who have been entruſted | 
Y with ſuch offices already, may boldly make their 
T appeal to the members of the eſtabliſhment them- | 


ſelves, whether their deportment has not on the 


: whole been as unexceptionable, as exemplary, and 
as uſeful as that of their fellow Eons. of any 


other deſeription. 


Permit me to add, if the 1 or r the ſtate be 8 
in any danger, it is not from the opinions of Di/- 

Enter, either in religion or politics, but from the 
bigotry, the falſe zeal, and intolerance of high- 


flying Epiſcopalians; to which, indeed, the down- 


fal of both in the laſt age is to be aſcribed i more 


chan to any other cauſe whatever. 4 
- am, sr, 7 
With all due reſpett, 
| Your, be. 5 


—— AAA !- 2 OE SF —— 


To the Rig 7 Reverend Author bo the Review f the 


9 7 the STI Di . ; 


My Lon, Hy 


TAVING hon your Ponies: of the 055 . the On 
Proteſtant Di ifenters, before the preceding : 


5 letters were printed off, I was tempted. to ſubjoin a 
res remarks upon this extraordinary performance, 
= - which you have attempted to promote the ſame = 
Þ| injurious and unjuſt views of the principles : and de- EET 
ſigns of the preſent Diſſenters, that Mr. Hawkins WW 
I "ad before done, but with more abundant energy, 
zeal and malignity. To this I feel myſelf W 
more inclined, as 1 am perſonally concerned, your 5 
5 Lordſhip having done me the honour of exhibiting 
2 work of mine to the notice of the public, as . 
confirmation of your apprehenſions of danger both _ 
0 church and ſtate from the principles of that body N 
1 of people with whom I ſtand connected. It is to 
this ſingle point that I ſhall call my reader $ atten= 
tion, leaving the reſt of your poſes to ſome | 
1 abler 1 = e e 
Be aſſured, my Lord, 1 am not very ſanguine in TT 
| my wilhes reſpecting the repeal of the Corporation 


| 8 : 5 and 
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and Teſt Alis, any further than as the cauſe of 


equity, and the honour of religion are concerned. 


Nor would 1 have interfered 1 in this controverſy at - 


all, had it not been for the violent attack of t! the 


| Bampron Lecturer, and a firm conviction that the 


ground of oppoſition which he and you, and many 


5 more have taken againſt us, is fallacious; that YOu oe: - |; 
| reflections on the modern Diſſenters are ill founded, 9 
and of an imurious tendency; and that your appre- F| 
henſions of danger from their preſent nee, if 5 ; 


5 REAL), re altoge the r deluſive. 


The truth er this, 1 {nould preſume, would ap- f 
To pear ſufficiently obvious to any wiſe, unprej u dice x} 
reader, from the conſiderations ſtated in the pre- 


ceding letter to Mr. Hawkins. Bur you, my Lord, 


have yourſelf corroborated. my argument, by the --þ 
| ſtrongeſt allertion of the leading fact on which it 

is grounded. You have roll your readers (what T1 

_ preſume many of them were not aware of) that the | 
preſent Diſlenters are averſe. to the civil eſtabliſh. | 
ment of any. Feligipn, not excepting their Own, F 
P. 21, ©: They hold all alliance of a church with | 
. Government to be profane and anti-chriſtian. 8 
5 We object, ſay they, to a conſtitution, and every... Þ- 
"WW; Diſſenter Who makes this objection, muſt diſſent | : 
| c from his own church, were it once to accept of Dy 1 
an eſtabliſhme nt. I. zue, My: Lord, and admi- \ 
5 yy rably exprefied. -- - * 
10“ confirm your aller rtion, you have 55 far ho- = 
deu me. (and no ſmall honour do I eſteem it) 


8 
8 


9 


C3 
* ; 


7 9 


1 
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as to quote my Pr 6706 ant Difenter* s Catechi iſm, in 
anſwer to the queſtion, //Yhat do the Diſſenters object 


to the general confeitution of the Church of England ? 


A. cc That it is a civil eſtabliſhment. 2 ſhould 
not have been offended, had your Lordſhip pro- 


duced the anſwer at length. But that perhaps 5 
might not have been ſo prudent. Give me leave 


however to tranſcribe the whole. c T hat it is a 
. 


c civil eſtabliſnment; ir being framed by huma an 
ce authority —its laws fou! 1ded on Acts of Parlia- 


ments, and enforced by civil ſanctions—a nd the 


„ chief magiſtrate, as ſuch, being its ſupreme 
* head. Wherea S a church of Chriſt, according 


ee 


to The ſcripture accoun it of it, is a ſocic ty of per- 
ſons united merely on religious view 3, whoſe laws 


c are no Other than the word of God, (Wucht they N 


ec have a right to interpret for th emſelves) the . 
te ſanctions * which are pu rely ſpiritual, and 


cc 


Diſſenters, (and ſo far as: 1 know this is univerſally 
the cale) I leave any unprejudi iced perſon to judge 


how lictle cauſe you have for the alarm which has 
ſeized you, and which you have attempted to pro- 


pagate through the I ingdom, from the ſuppoſition 
that the Diſſenters, by ſecking the repeal of the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts, delign nothing leſs | 
than to expel the dignitaries of your church, and 
inveſt their own miniſters with your. honours and | 
emoluments, P. 58. e 


3 2 — 8 ould 5 


e whoſe ſupreme and only head is Jeſus Chriſt. ” 3 
Now, if theſe be the Pr inciples of the Proteſtant 
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Should it be ſuggeſted, that they may wiſh to 
: 5 overturn the preſent eſtabliſhment, though not to | 
take poſſeſſion. of it themſelves ; 1 refer, for the 
proper anſwer, to what I have obſerved in the pre- 
So ceding letter, and to the ſubſequent part of this... - 
But your Lordſhip has attempted to propagate = 
5 2 further idea, that the Diſſenters are as hoſtile to 
the fate as to the church. © Let them not pre- 
l dend (say you, p- 32, that friendſhip to the 
5 te peace of church and ſtate, attachment to the Go- 5 
& vernment, and loyalty to the King, are the cha- 1 
ce racters of Non- conformity.“ 5 And p- 29, © they = 
1 8 ce are uſed to treat the ſubject of civil liberty, 1 in a 
| © manner that hath ; given too much reaſon to ſaſ- | 
ee pet, that the principles of * Non- confor miſt inn 

tec religion, and a Republican 1 in politics, are inſe- 
cc parably united. For the falſehood of theſe ſug- pa 
geſltions, it is ſufficient to appeal to che hiſtory of WO 
8 the Diſſenters ever ſince the revolution, to the ac-: "| 
| knowledgments of many of your own church, or to 5 


the publications of our approved wr iters, of whom 


ſome that have been the moſt. ſuſpected, have | 
1 0 0 paſſed the higheſt | encomiums on the E poliſh con- 
ſtitution, and ſtrenuouſly defended the fundamental L 
7 principles of it“. I am ſo well founded in my | 
- prin on this head, as to  afficm, that EY who 1 


. The et acct 8 of this kind: Abr be RK 
produced from the writings of Dr. Price, Dr. Kippis, and 


. 1 Dr. 2 A few detached ſentences prove nothing. 
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repreſent the Diſſenters as in general more inimi- 


cal to the excellent conſtitution of their country, 
or lefs loyal to their preſent Sovereign, than the 
reſt of their fellow- ſubjects, are either more 
ignorant of their avowed principles and general 
deportment, than I can ſuppoſe your Lordſhip to 
be, or actuated by a degree of malice inconſiſtent 
with the Chriſtian character, 5 
cations which are circulated to propagate ſuch 1 
ideas of the Non- conformiſts, are as rauch deſigned 
as calculated to inflame the paſſions of their coun.” . 
trymen, and to excite the prejudices of their g0= 
vernors, merely with a view to fabſerve Ihe: Goiſter 0 
| purpoſes ofa party. a 1 
Sine your Lan has thought 41 to quote 1 
my Catechiſm as an authority for che ideas you 3 
wiſh to propagate of the Dit Enters, let me aſk xk 
my Lord, why you have kept out of ſight what * 1 5 
have endeavoured to inſtil into the winds of our 1 
on the ſubjects of liyatty, peaceablentſe, and 
As you have roundly aſſerted that I have 
_ inculcated 60 no one principle of the Chriſtian reli- 9 
4 0G gion, or of any religion under che fun,” and 1 5 
have inſinuated that the whole tract is calculated _ 
to promote a ſpirir | injurious to Government and 
* civil ſoclety, juſtice to myſelf“ obliges me to pro- 
duce the Hllowing. 


And that thoſe pub-= 


xtr acts. 


page | 


"4 11 any other writer cas uſed: any onjuſtifiable anne let 15 


l ä kim ſtand corrected, but let not the whole body be condauned. — _ 


In the. Yew: fame 
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page OY contains the former quotation, 1 have 
taught my catechumens that © in civil matters we 
c think it our duty to obey che King.“ In the 
cloſing ſection I have inſtructed them that it is 
de the duty of thoſe whoſe conſciences would be 
 W uneaſy with conformity 1n 2 peaceable manner, to 
e diſſent: that they ought to be exceedingly 
e thankful to God for, a and diligent to improve 
Wes liberty they enjoy: that they ſhould alſo be 
8 erateful to their civil governor s, the King, and | 
5 e dete in authority under him, through whoſe 
s clemency they enjoy pr rivileges ſuperior to thoſe — 
3 Of their and eftors in Or Mer reigns; and ro. teſ⸗ i Ds 
e tify their gratitude by 7 approv ving themſelves goc d 
” * ſabje Xs, £ endeavouring 10 prot note the proſpe- 
e fity of their country, and pre! ſerve its peace: 


* ſuck met z0ds e 25 are conſiſtent with peace, li- 

| ++. e Ty, anc charity ; 3 Kei ma king It to appear 
that their zcal is princi pally directed to t he cauſe 
K Practical godlineſs, a and the intereſt of Chriſt 
| at larg ge, even in that church rom Which they 4 ” 
* .. Jo: N that they ſhould love good men of every 
5 and INE: wherelover Chriſt is Proc : 


. As to cb Warts W ty o, ] hould think: wat the writer, if ke be 
2 truly gueſſed, knew eno! ih of that country. to be ſatisfied, that | 
no very great number ct our regular miniſters could be con- 
cerned i in the imprimatur alluded to, and it 13 poſſible ticy mig igt 
not approve every ſentence, if ue Y had rea \ (he boak, 


that th ey ſhould maintain their Pri inciples by all ” 


Hue, fa but becar IC hey E men; ; men of i e paſs 
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cc and God is worſhip ned. in ſp Lite though t the 
« mode be different fron heir OWN.” : 


s I WY. Lor d, are 15 prip iples we ith o 


diſſeminate a amon g our youth, while we inſtruct 
chem in 1 grounds of Nonconfor nity. And as 
to other points of chriſtian faith 10 pre actice, Which = 
are not inculcated in this work, t they were not 2 
omitted, as you unc andidly ſuggeſt, becauſe we = 
are indifferent to thera, but becauſe we have other ” = 
8 5 Catechiſms, the ſole object of which is to explain ps 
and enforce them. And 1 will venture to ſay, that | 
the great principles of piety and morality are as 0 
Aligentiy impretficd on the 1 minds of © our childre: | 
And as carefully attended to by t the membe rs 5 
our churches, as they are by any in your co mm mu- 
nion. 5 And though we have no cauſe for boaſting, 


we may af fely appeal to our neig; kbours, whether 


our people are not on che whole as exemplary in 4 
all relative duties, as peaceabl e members of f ſociety, 
and as uſeful | in the community, as the moſt dutt- 

ful {ons of the church, We may poſſibly have in- 

dividuals among us who are zealous for party diſ- : 


tinctions; Who may carry their notions of liberty | 


to exceſs ; W ho may be too fond of novel: ies, "and 7 
too forwar d to introduce e ements in matters 5 
eccleſiaſtical and cix il; who may be too ready to 
weak evil of dignities, and Who love to rule rather : 
5 than to obey. But! however culpable ſome may be 
in theſe reſpects, it is not becauſe they are D* 


'F 
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with ethers in different communions. Are there ; 
not churchmen, my Lord, of the ſame deſcription 
in equal numbers? Nor are they found among the 
laity only; the ſame impetuoſity of temper, The -- 
ame pride and ambition, the ſame thirſt after ho- 
| pours. and emoluments, affects the clerical or- 
0 der; and both among the one and the other, there B 
are thoſe who, in order to ſecure to themſelves | 
the good chings which perſons of a different deſcrip- 
ne tion are thought to alpire after, would ſow diſcord 
: among brethren ; would promote tumults in their 
neighbourhoods; would ſound the alarm of dan- = 
55 through the kingdom; would head mobs ; 
El elections; would ſecure votes for members of par- 


_ Hament by bribes or threatenings; would preach 4 
ſermons and print pamphlets, full of invective and | 

_ falſehood; and, in ſhort, would leave no ſtone un- 
turned to carry their party-ſchemes. Theſe, my | 
"; Lord, are the men from whom the church and the | | 


ſtate are in danger, more than from thoſe who wiſh 8 
; : the repeal of laws which are a diſgrace to the ſtatute- 
book, a ſcandal to religion, and without a 2 5 : 

- in any other proteſtant or even popiſh country. —— 
If the Diſſenters are dangerous at all, it is ſuch | 
men and ſuch meaſures that make them ſo. And 
much more is to be apprehended from a violent 
By oppoſition | to them, than from granting them the 

utmaoſt that they demand. If it could be juſtly 5 
NE fuſpected that they had any deſigus hoſtile to church | 
Fr ſtate, what greater power would they acquire for | 


% 


| to offices : : it Would not of it{el -1 INVCIL ther n WI ti 


citizens, the great majority of whom are « 
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die execution of them after the repeal of the Cor- 
poration and Teſt Acts than they have now ? The 
_ repeal of thoſe Acts would Huy render them el 1%, 


+] 


any office. Fhis would depend on the appoi um 
ment of the king, or the choice of the! ir fellow- 


ry 
1 — 
1 i 


men; and both upon their ow n peace eable and e 
deportment. The number of thoſe 2 who Would 1 


actually enjoy any offices would e very in conſi- 


1 derable, and the inſſuence which they wou Id ac- 

1 quire in the ſtate would be fo ſmall | as not to. render 1 
them capable of any mille. were th ey ever ſo 5 
much bent upon doing it. Uniel . N 5 
miracul louſly effect their pui roſe by ber ce ot arms : 
they muſt bri ring the King, Lor ds and Commons, 
qcver on their ſide; but can any man in his ſenſes 
8 indulge a al ſerious 5 appre chenſion of either . ” 


But it is utterly. incredible that they : ſhould at- 


tempt or deſign a any injurious cha! ige in the con- 5 
ſtitution, in conſe quence of their be ing put upon * 
level wich their fellow. citizens. ü "Tf Gralit rde did 
5 not reftr ain them, Se, inert 88000 btedly 7 would. 

And this ! 18 2 principle | which. ſo tro ongly on perates 
upon mankind of all claſſes, chat it may ec Lily be 


c 4 


admitted this alone would be a ſufficie nt. fe cur. ty to 


the throne, to the conſtitution, a and to. the chu ie ch; . 
unleſs Diſſenters have leſs POLICY than vou 6 1 ill be 
: ready to > allow chem. 
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